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Promoting Political Participation and National Reconciliation-First Quarterly Narrative Report

GRANT DETAILS

e QOrganization Name: AFRIEL (Association for Friendship and Love)

e Grant Number: 2017-751

e Grant Amount: $70,000

e Grant Start & End Dates: July 1, 2017 — June 30, 2018

e Project Title: Promoting Political Participation and National Reconciliation

e Reporting Period Covered: July 1, 2017 — September 30, 2017

OBJECTIVE

To increase youth participation in the political process and involvement in national reconciliation

ACTUAL ACTIVITIES

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4
P = Planned
V= In progress

Activity

C= Completed
Enhance youth leaders’ political knowledge to deal with public issues independently and promote youth political

participation

Activity 1-1: 6-month Certificate Course on Political Training Vv

Activity 1-2: Roundtable Discussions with Political Leaders, Professionals,

Religious Leaders and Civil Society Leaders

Enhance networking capacity of active youth groups through knowledge endowment and practical experience to

improve grievance redress mechanisms and to consolidate civil society activism in the country

Activity 2-1: 6-month Certificate Course on Capacity Training Vv
Activity 2-1A: ToT and Curriculum Review C
Activity 2-2: Training on Human Rights Defenders and Advocacy for

Grassroots Youth P

Activity 2-3: GS Division Level Awareness Raising Programme on Legal y

Procedures and Right to Information (RTI)

Activity 2-4: Barcode Solutions for Complaint Tracking and Management P

Activity 2-5: Paralegal Trainings for Citizen Watchers Q3

Create understanding between youth from different ethnic communities with collaborative relationships and

demands of reconciliation and political solutions in the southern society through their involvements and increase

multi-ethnic supports of demilitarization of post-war Sri Lanka

Activity 3-1: North-South Exchange Visits and Truth-telling Camps to Break
Negative Stereotypes and Foster Harmony

Activity 3.2: Familiarization and Bridging Programs through Dialogue Q3
Activity 3-3: District Level Focus Group Discussions on the Constitutional
Reform Progress
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| ASSESSMENT

@ Youth organized and led 244
public meetings in 22 districts to
raise awareness and foster
discussions about the
constitutional reform. Nearly
300 youth gathered in front of
the parliament to give voice to
grassroots aspiration for a new
constitution  attracted policy
makers' attention to a greater
extent.

@ Political trainees actively
supported in analyzing the
information gathered from the
public meetings and developing
the constitutional reform
recommendation paper.

@ Capacity trainees developed
112 village profiles, documenting
the human rights situation and
key actors in their respective
areas for determining future
interventions with Citizen
Watchers.

@ Citizen Watchers raised public
awareness about the land
mediation mechanism through
brochures and legal advice clinics
in Jaffna district through which
youth received a total of 215
land mediation applications.

@ 11 victims who were arrested
or detained under the PTA in late
2016 and their families revealed
their stories to the UN Special
Rapporteur on Human Rights
and  Counter-Terrorism  with
intervention of youth volunteers.

Youth
Initiatives

Capacity
Building

@ Improved 26 Tamil, Sinhalese
and Muslim youth's  political
knowledge.

@ Started capacity training for
399 youth from 12 districts and
enhanced their knowledge about
various human rights topics and
the legal system in Sri Lanka.

@ Trained 40 Citizen Watchers
and youth leaders on the land
mediation mechanism and
developed relationship between
them and the Land Mediation
Board in Jaffna District.

o The  grassroots public
enthusiastically joined the youth
led public meetings on
constitutional  reform,  which
reached out 3,320 people, in this
quarter. These series of public
meetings have attracted a total of
5,792 people, including nearly
2,000 Sinhalese, through 416
meetings since June.

@® A recommendation paper
based on the inputs of public
meeting participants highlighting
the key factors that determine the
public's expectations and
acceptance in each reform area of
the constitution was developed.

) AFRIEL's experience of

advancing reconciliation,
transitional justice and
democratic  practices  brought
higher ~ government  officials’

attention to the unsettled post-
war issues facing by the
marginalized communities during
the panel discussion on the World
RTI Day hosted by the Ministry of
Finance and Mass Media.
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CAPACITY BUILDING, TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT

ToT and Curriculum Review

A refresher training of trainers for AFRIEL resource
person pool comprising Sinhalese and Tamil
university lecturer, lawyers, journalist, and civil
society activists has been conducted in the early
July. Afterwards, the facilitators for the refresher
training have been providing their services as
mentors to regularly review and maintain the
training quality and performance of the resource
persons.

The first two main subjects, including law and
justice as well as good governance, were revised to
enhance the practical component such as
engagement strategies with public authorities. The
revised training manual was translated from Tamil
to Sinhala and the copies were distributed to the
trainees.

6-month Certificate Course
on Political Training

WEEKLY CLASS

Total 11 political training
sessions, including
courses on governance
system in Sri Lanka,

good governance and 46%
social  accountability,
corruption and bribery,
policy making and
implementation in Sri Lanka, democratization in Sri
Lanka and concept of human rights, international
human rights system and domestic mechanism,
human rights in post-armed conflict and post-crisis
situation, violence against women and children and
forced displacement, economic and social rights,
legal aid and collective action, and Sri Lanka juridical
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system and constitution have been conducted in
this quarter for 13 Tamils, 12 Sinhalese, and 1
Muslim. Among these 26 youth are journalists, law
students, university graduates, and youth activists.

6-month Certificate Course
on Capacity Training

APPLICATIONS, INTERVIEWS AND
SELECTION

AFRIEL received 673 applications from individuals
aged 18 to 35 and 399 students (59.29%) were
selected for the capacity training after interviews.

Itis worth noting that, unlike the previous years, we
received plenty of applications from Sinhalese and
Muslim youth living in the northern and eastern
districts. Youth from Sinhalese border villages
showed great interest in the courses, while some
applicants from other Sinhala speaking areas except
for Central Province, including North Central,
Sabaragamuwa and Southern Provinces, having no
interest in social work but job opportunities and
other such benefits instead, were filtered out
through the interview processes.

Figure I: Capacity Training Application and Selection
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In terms of educational background and
socioeconomic status, the majority of applicants
finished their GCE Ordinary Level (O/L) education at
16. Some applicants are university students and
they applied for the course with expectation to gain
practical experience in social work. In upcountry
areas, most of the applicants were estate workers’
children who finished their education younger than
16 years old. The majority of them are female and
many of their mothers are working as laborers in
foreign countries and sending money back home.
There was a considerable percentage of applicants
are single mothers who were married before 18 and
are currently divorced or separated, especially in
the north, east and southern regions.

WEEKLY CLASS

In this quarter, 2 weekly ‘

classes of the total 24
classes completed in

8-13%

Jaffna, Kilinochchi and
Badulla on course
introduction,

fundamental rights, and
women's rights, child rights and
IDPs. 3 weekly classes completed in Mullaitivu,

Welioya, Vavuniya, Trincomalee, Anuradhapura,
Kandy, Nuwara Eliya, Ratnapura and Galle on the
above subjects as well as elder rights, consumer
rights and domestic violence.

Course Activities

The selected trainees were committed to the
weekly training, while remaining actively engaged in
other activities. The political trainees were
dedicated to support the development of the
constitution reform recommendation paper and
the capacity trainees had a profound interest in
documenting social issues in their own villages and
local communities. Over the past three months
these Tamils and Sinhalese trainees have
completed the 112 village profiles with district
interns’ support which identified the key actors and
stakeholders and highlighted the human rights
violations in their respective areas such as land
rights issues, gender-based violations, child rights
violations, foreign employment issues and
corruption. These basic studies helped us to
develop action plans to resolve the issues and to
identify active youth to be further trained as Citizen
Watchers in each location.
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INTERVENTION IN ISSUES OF HUMAN RIGHTS,
GOVERNANCE, AND RECONCILIATION

Enhancing Public Awareness
and Engagement Regarding
Mediation Mechanism for

Resolution of Land Disputes

Communities in the war-torn North and East for
years have been trying through various means to
find solutions to their land issues. The inability to
find solutions, whether due to inefficiency in public
administration, slowness of courts led processes, or
loss of land records and documents during the war,
ultimately leads to the loss of trust by these
communities in these processes and ultimately with
the State itself.

The majority of land disputes in the post-conflict
areas are between citizens and public authority
bodies, not simply between individuals. Solutions to
such land-related issues caused by military
occupation, illegal acquisitions, forced evictions of
communities, or arbitrary acquisitions of land for
development processes were often hindered by
political considerations and military intervention
with support of local government officers who

indulged themselves into this sort of malpractices.

In 2015, the Ministry of Justice set up Land
Mediation Boards under the Mediation Act No. 21
of 2003 and as such Land Mediation Boards have
been established in Jaffna, Kilinochchi, Trincomalee
Batticaloa and Anuradhapura districts. The Ministry
of Justice is planning to gazette other areas, namely
Vavuniya, Mannar and Mullaitivu soon.

Mediation would potentially become a promising
alternative land dispute resolution mechanism, not
only because it is faster than court proceedings, but
also it allows third parties to involve and make
representation that helps prevent the intervention
of corrupt officials in localities.

’

However, despite the setting up of Land Mediation
Boards in 2015, the process for actual functioning
have been started just recently in Jaffna and
Additionally,
hasn’t been raised as to its existence and functions.

Trincomalee. sufficient awareness
The Jaffna Land Mediation Board, in collaboration
with administrative divisions in Jaffna district in the
past 6 months, has received only around 70
complaints, which suggested that the mediation
process needs civil society support to fill this gap by
conducting within  the

awareness  raising

communities.

TRAINING ON LAND MEDIATION
BOARD

Therefore, following a basic discussion with the
Jaffna Land Mediation Board and consultant of the
Mediation Board Commission, AFRIEL conducted a
training on the Land Mediation Board for the
selected 40 Citizen Watchers and youth leaders
from Jaffna and other districts in the Northern
Province in Jaffna in August. The Chairman of the
Land Mediation Board
participated in the event.

in Jaffna districts also
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The resource speaker, Mr. M. Thirunavukarasu,
addressed the implementation of this new
mechanism and the types of cases are taken up for
mediation by the Board. Additionally, he explained
the procedure and offered some helpful tips on
how to refer complaints to the Land Mediation
Board. Youth leaders actively discussed approaches
to engage with the public for meaningful
community involvement and solutions to land
issues in the target areas.

LEGAL ADVICE CLINICS FOR LAND
DISPUTES IN JAFFNA

After completing the training, youth liaised with
Grama Sevakas and Divisional Secretariats to start
identifying land related disputes and distributing
500 Land Mediation Board brochures for public
awareness-raising. Meanwhile, they started
organizing legal advice clinics for collecting
applications for the mediation. They have
conducted 4 legal advice clinics in Thunaivi and
Sankaraththai, Chankanai Division, Kannaki Camp,
and Sabapathi Camp and Chunnakam at the end of
this quarter and received 215 applications,
including 96 about IDP lands, 47 for issue of split
land and original deed, 41 about illegally
acquired/occupied lands by military, police, or
other public authorities, and 31 about private lands.

Figure Il: Applications for Land Dispute Mediation
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Sankaraththai & Chunnakam

H Private land issue
m Military, police, government illegal acquired/occupied land issue
Split land and original deed issue
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We also identified that, in many cases, public
authorities for some unknown reasons refused to
recognize the split deeds that were issued by them
following the proper procedure, including keeping
the original deed on the government’s record as
voided deed, and people who are holding the split
deeds are now asked for submitting the original
deeds which is not in their possession. We are
currently studying these cases with legal experts
and these youth volunteers will continue this
process to support land dispute resolutions.
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Right to Information

Invited by the Ministry of Finance and Mass Media
as a panel speaker, AFRIEL representative
participated in a discussion of the Best Practices
Sharing Forum on RTI of Sri Lanka on the World RTI
Day. The other panel speakers included
representatives from PAFFREL and Families of the
Disappeared. All the Ministry Secretaries and
Department Heads joined the event.

As an organization has facilitated the largest
number of petitions since the RTlI Act was
operationalized, AFRIEL addressed the challenges
from government sectors for RTI implementation
and how RTI can be a powerful tool for advancing
reconciliation, transitional justice and democratic
practices in the post-war context with examples of
the use of RTI by the northern communities to find
solutions to their long-term problems. This forum
also gave AFRIEL a chance to bring higher
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government officials’ attention to the unsettled

post-war issues facing by the marginalized

communities.

RTI of Sri Lanka.

- S Rp |
~World R Day
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Constitutional Reform

PUBLIC MEETINGS ON
CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM

172 public meetings with the participation of 2,472
people were held before the end of the last grant
period, and in this quarter, with the continued
support from the Internews Sri Lanka, the public
meeting campaign has wrapped up with another
244 village meetings conducted with 3,320 people.

Public Response to the Constitutional
Reform

The youth facilitator team talked to 5,792 people
during these 416 public meetings and learned
about their concerns with the constitutional reform.
The large attendance and enthusiastic participation
has shown the wide-spread interest in engaging in
constitutional reform. More specifically, people
wanted their opinions to be heard and were looking
for their issues, mostly regarding human rights,
economic and social problems, to be resolved
permanently through the reform. It was also a good
sign that a large majority of participants believe that
the new constitution has to meet the expectations
of all ethnic groups in Sri Lanka.

Jaffnra m »

However, the team also discovered that most of the
participants were not properly aware of the
content before the
meetings. Most people have only heard about the
introduction of the federal system because the

constitutional reform’s

power of Provincial Councils has been heavily
debated
undertake the constitutional reform. In the south,

since the government intended to
the disappointment over government development
projects and corruption issues was one of the main
reasons given by the most of Sinhalese participants
for not supporting the new constitution. Among
those Sinhalese participants who were aware of the
reform’s content or heard about federalism before
the meetings, the greatest concern was whether
the new constitution will lead to LTTE resurgence
and country’s separation.

Figure lll: Number of Public Meetings on
Constitutional Reform in July 2017
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In the north and east, Tamil communities lose their
confidence in the provincial council system because
of its failure in restoring postwar order and stability.
Meanwhile, noticing considerable disagreement
between the Northern Province Chief Minister and
other TNA members on the constitutional reform
and with the fear that the government will break its

[
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promises to the minorities once again, the Tamil
people are in doubt that the new constitution will
secure political solutions to the ethnic conflict and
they started to believe it is necessary to merge the
north and east as Tamil political parties have been
campaigning for.

Figure IV: Participation of Public Meeting on
Constitutional Reform in July 2017
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CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM
RECOMMENDATION PAPER

In addition to the above general observation,
AFRIEL collected the detailed public meeting
records and developed a recommendation paper
that highlights the key factors determining the
public's expectations and acceptance in each
reform area that requires the constitution makers
and the government to pay closer attention to. As
the next step, 20 youth representatives will hand
over the recommendation paper to the Prime
Minister and Constitutional Steering Committee
members together with the Internews Sri Lanka as
well as the Sri Lanka College of Journalism and will
also organize district-wide forums with youth
volunteers for further dialogues with district key

Hambantota 'R

The the
recommendation paper are summarized below and

stakeholders. key  points  of

the full document in Sinhala is attached as Annex V.

Citizens’ expectations and reactivity to a new
constitution are often based on unresolved
anxieties about their past and current issues, no
which  ethnic group

Unfortunately, the government has never created a

matter they belong.
meaningful mechanism to alter support for the
constitutional reform by which people could deeply
discuss about their issues and actively involve in the
reform process. The public doesn't feel informed
and doesn’t see that they have a role to play in the
process of making a new constitution. To win public
the the
government should improve transparency by

support  for constitutional reform,
establishing systems and measures to facilitate the
constitution related information sharing between
the public

encouraging civil society groups and grassroots

government and general and

people to be more engaged in the reform process.

Abolishing the Executive Presidency

Abolishing the executive presidency has the
support of the general public and was also a key
election pledge in the 2015 Presidential Election as
many past elections. Executive presidency is
perceived as a dangerous threat by Sri Lankans as
the criticism of it about abuse of power and misuse
of public resources has never stopped in the past
three decades. Many Sri Lankans of all ethnic
groups have suffered varying levels of hardship
resulting from the decisions made by executive
presidents such as the war and Uma Oya

Development Project.

Power Devolution

The oppositions have been fomenting the Sinhalese
majority’s distrust of the constitutional reform by
demagoguing the issue of power devolution.
However, the reform process may have a chance to
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regain the public support through affirming its
commitment of strengthening Provincial Councils.
During the public meetings, it was observed that
most people regarded Provincial Councils as useless
bodies due to their dissatisfaction with the
Provincial Councils’ function and efficiency,
especially of development project implementation
in the southern regions and of interventions
pertaining to post-war issues in the north and east.
In spite of that, people felt that they have more
interaction with the Provincial Councils than the
central government as they are in a better position
to monitor and engage with the former. According
to their opinion, the dysfunction of Provincial
Councils was due to the lack of resources and thus
they are positive about granting the power of
finance, land, and law and order to Provincial
Councils. This opinion has more recently been
enthusiastically endorsed in the south as many
people are losing their lands and employment
under large-scale foreign investment projects, even
the government claimed the opposite.

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

People’s concerns are similar when asked about
socioeconomic rights. Almost every citizen who
participated in the public meetings expressed
worries about their unstable socioeconomic status
and livelihood insecurity. From the experiences
shared by the participants, we learned that people
are anxious and exhausted about their dependence
on politicians for access to jobs, education, permits,
welfare, housing, land and so on. There are also
many concerns raised about the deprivation of
natural resources that limits people’s access to
water, land and forest, especially in the southern
regions. Consequently, recognition of economic,
social and cultural rights as fundamental rights is
desirable and will certainly garner public support for
the new constitution. People will find themselves
empowered by the recognition of these rights that
eliminates favoritism for the privileged few.

Independent Commissions

The Independent commissions are under scathing
criticism for its long inquiry process and political
influence and distancing itself from the
grievance redressal seekers by failing to perform its
duties. It is suggested to establish Provincial
subcommittees of each independent commission to
speed up the investigation process and strengthen
public engagement.

Religious Freedom

It is common to see the Sri Lankan Buddhists being
under an impression that their religion is in danger.
This very sentiment has been misused on political
fronts and by businessmen to influence the
Buddhist community against other religious
communities and as a result misunderstanding and
distrust against other religious communities have
been cultivated. In an environment such as this, an
increase in attacks against minority religious groups
is evident and religious freedom of other groups
barring Buddhists has been violated. The
participants of the public meetings in all regions
generally agreed that it shall be the duty of the
State to protect every religion and every citizen of
Sri Lanka should have the liberty either to follow or
not follow any religion according to their will.

Electoral reform

Citizens perceive that politicians are self-serving
and often indulge in corrupt practices to achieve
their ulterior motives. People also believe that
politicians misuse public property in every election
campaign and hijack citizens' right to franchise to
secure their power. The sense of powerlessness in
fighting against such corrupt and violent political
culture largely dampens people’s enthusiasm for
participation in public affairs.

To reduce the probability of election-time unrest, it
is suggested that fixed-date elections must be
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introduced and the Election Commission must be
given due powers to create and impose subordinate
laws with regard to conducting such elections,
control and administer the Police Force during the
time period of an election, and withdraw the
candidacy of any election candidate who violates
election rules and regulations. It was also suggested
that youth and women must be given a certain and
separate representation quota.

PUBLIC DEMONSTRATION

Beside the public meetings at grassroots level and
roundtable discussions with parliamentarians from
other districts, with support from the Internews Sri
Lanka, the youth facilitators also extended the
campaign to national level to push the government
to escalate its efforts on constitutional reform
processes with more transparency and to focus its
attention on the opinions gathered from grassroots
citizens. Nearly 300 youth representatives from 22
districts came forward in July in front of the
parliament to give voice to grassroots aspirations
for a new constitution. They asked the government
to lead an ethnically and religiously unbiased
initiative that opens to the general public for
promoting constitutional reform dialogue.

Human Rights Monitoring
and Reporting by Citizen
Watchers

UN SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR ON HUMAN
RIGHTS AND COUNTER-TERRORISM

In the early July, the UN held a Consultation
Meeting to review the Prevention of Terrorism Act
(PTA) and human rights situation in the north.
AFRIEL organized 11 victims who were arrested or
detained under the PTA in late 2016 and their
families from Kilinochchi, Vavuniya and Mullaitivu
districts to attend the meeting. Each of them was
allowed to reveal what they or their families had
encountered, such as arbitrary arrest and detention,
torture in custody, and being jailed on false
allegations, to the UN Rapporteur individually.

There were two security incidents reported soon
after the meeting. A lady was threatened by
intelligence and the son of another participant was
tortured in prison because of their participation.
AFRIEL timely reported these incidents to the UN
Rapporteur through UN Sri Lanka and also
supported the victims file complaints to the Human
Rights Commission.

Clean Politics for Good
Governance

AFRIEL had two basic discussions with PAFFREL in
respect of youth participation in electoral reforms
and clean politics. After conferring on types of
youth action in shaping good political culture and
preventing election violations and also more
elaborate strategies for election monitoring, we
decided to increase youth involvement in election
observation and conduct training for selected youth
leaders on the laws and reforms that promote good
political culture. The trained youth leaders will then,
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ahead of the next Local Government Election, carry
out a campaign for clean village to raise awareness
about corrupt practices and create a common
understanding that stopping corrupt influence over
citizens’ life requires efforts of every individual from

every sector. We hope this initiative will inspire the
current and past capacity and political trainees from
different ethnic groups to work together for
promoting good governance.
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

Annex I: Right to Information

WEB NEWS

e The Hindu, “Getting used to their right to know”,
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/getting-used-to-their-right-to-
know/article19240584.ece, 9 July 2017.

e BBCSinhala, “@®cnd smm d¥ed e3:0805 D 0 y&E» WEsTH”,
http://www.bbc.com/sinhala/sri-lanka-41446942, 30 September 2017.

NEWSPAPER ARTICLE

I Lankadeepa

6 September 2017, Page Plus
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Annex II: Human Rights Intervention

WEB NEWS

e Colombo Gazette, “Sri Lankan war widows trafficked as slaves to Gulf”,
http://colombogazette.com/2017/08/09/sri-lankan-war-widows-trafficked-as-slaves-to-gulf/, 9 August
2017.

e Reuters, “Sri Lankan war widows trafficked as slaves to Gulf”, https://www.reuters.com/article/us-
srilanka-trafficking-war-widows-idUSKBN1APQOL, 9 August 2017.

e Thomson Reuters Foundation, “Sri Lankan war widows trafficked as slaves to Gulf”,
https://news.trust.org/item/20170809000521-2ghze/, 9 August 2017.

e Voice of India, “Sri Lankan war widows trafficked as slaves to Gulf”,

http://www.voiceofindia.news/asia/sri-lankas-war-widows-trafficked-as-slaves-to-gulf/, 9 August
2017.
e Nation, “Bogus employment rackets in the north”, http://nation.lk/online/2017/08/12/bogus-

employment-rackets-in-the-north.html, 12 August 2017.

NEWSPAPER ARTICLE

I Kuwait Times

10 August 2017, Page 11

LANKA WAR WIDOWS
TRAFFICKED AS SLAVES

: When took a flight
from Colombo to Muscat in March she believed the board-
ing pass she clutched in her hand was her golden ticket to a
better life after decades of war where she lost everything,
including her husband. The 54-year-old widow from Sri
Lanka'’s former war zone had been promised work as a maid
for an affluent family in the Gulf state of Oman. She would
get a nice room, decent working hours and 30,000 rupees
($150) a month - enough to pay off her debts.

But Nesemalhar’s dream soon turned into a nightmare.
She found herself enslaved with other women in a dimly-lit
room with no ventilation, miles from Muscat. She was taken
out daily, sent to different homes to clean, and then locked
up again at night. “There were 15 of us. We never got paid.
Flnally we got back home Wher\ the Sri Lankan government

" sail h whose husband went
mlsslng in 2001.

“People who have not gone through a conflict will not
understand how difficult it is to take care of young children
on your own. We suffered during the war and we are suffer-
ing now,” she said at her home in Jaffna in Sri Lanka’s
Northern Province. The abuse of Asian and African maids in
Middle Eastern countries such as Saudi Arabia, Qatar,
Bahrain and Oman is commonly reported.

But Nesemalhar’s story highlights a rising yet unac
knowledged trend in the Indian Ocean island where a lack
of opportunities for thousands of war widows is making
them easy prey for traffickers who sell them as slaves over-
seas. According to the Sri Lanka Bureau of Foreign
Employment, over 1,000 women from the north - many
from female headed homes - sought jobs as maids in Gulf
nations in 201 5 ar\d 2016. Cemral ‘Bank data shows only 300
went in 201 to
the over 100 000 Srl Lankan women who leave annually as
domestic workers;” said S Senthurajah, executive director of
Social O a Jaffna-
based charity. “But given that hardly anyone from the north
left as domestic workers a few years back, it is an important
number. It's because they cannot make ends meet”

90,000 War Widows
Sri Lanka is in its eighth year of peace after a 26-year
conflict which ended with the defeat of the separatist Tamil
Tigers in 2009. More than 100,000 died, around 65,000
remain missing and millions were uprooted from their
homes during the violence, concentrated mainly in the
island’s ethnic Tamil majority Eastern and Northern

under-developed provinces in terms of gender parity.
Female workforce participation is 21 percent compared to
the national average of 35 percent, government data
shows, while the maternal mortality rate is 30 percent
against 22 percent nationally. The United Nations estimates
more than a fifth of the 250,000 households in the north
are headed by women like Nesemalhar - war widows who
have become breadwinners.

With no jobs and few opportunities to earn a livelihood,
these women - many of whom look after up to four people
- are being forced to borrow from money lenders, leaving
them open to exploitation by trafficking networks. “They
are the most vulnerable and easiest Lo convince to take up
these offers,” said Ravindra De Silva, head of the charity
Association for Friendship and Love, which worked with
authorities to rescue Nesemalhar.

Recruitment agencies employ local villagers who are
known and trusted in their communities and who scout for
indebted and impoverished women. They promise decent
jobs, generous salaries and paint an alluring picture of a
good life in a wealthy nation. All the women have to do is
sign a basic contract and fill in some paperwork - but they
are often unaware of any terms and conditions. This
amounts to a contract of bonded labor, where the recruit
ment agencles - which are government registered - dupe
victims into believing no fees need to be paid, said Da Silva.

The agency that sent Nesemalhar to Oman, for example,
refused to repatriate her saying the employer paid 300,000
rupees ($1,955) for her and she must refund that in order to
be allowed to return home. Nesemalhar was luckier than
most. After being held for several weeks, she was rescued
when the Sri Lankan authorities found out about her plight
through the relative of another women enslaved with her.
But many victims are not rescued or cannot pay the money
to return home and can be exploited and abused for years.
In most cases, there is no prosecution of the recruitment
agents or employers.

Only a handful of cases have make headlines. In 2013, a
Sri Lankan maid was beheaded in Saudi Arabia, accused of
negligence after a child In her care died. In 2010, doctors
found a 50 year-old woman rescued from Saudi Arabla had
been burned with a hot iron and had pieces of metal
embedded into her skin. Activists say that while reports of
physical and mental abuse are common, women are reluc-
tant to speak about sexual abuse and rape, fearing shame
and stigma. Officials say they cannot cancel the registration
of recruitment firms and prosecute traffickers or foreign

Provinces. Yet despite the g, ping billions of
dollars into infrastructure development in the north, little
has been done for the estimated 90,000 women who lost
their husbands, fathers and brothers during the conflict, say
activists. The Northern Province is one of the country’s most

as victims do not come forward - often too poor
and too traumatized to pursue legal action. The Sri Lankan
authorfties say/mast Woman 6o thictih registarad racrit
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https://www.reuters.com/article/us-srilanka-trafficking-war-widows-idUSKBN1AP00L
http://colombogazette.com/2017/08/09/sri-lankan-war-widows-trafficked-as-slaves-to-gulf/
http://www.voiceofindia.news/asia/sri-lankas-war-widows-trafficked-as-slaves-to-gulf/
http://nation.lk/online/2017/08/12/bogus-employment-rackets-in-the-north.html
http://nation.lk/online/2017/08/12/bogus-employment-rackets-in-the-north.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-srilanka-trafficking-war-widows-idUSKBN1AP00L
https://news.trust.org/item/20170809000521-2qhze/
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CAPACITY TRAINING CLASS EVALUATION

Satisfaction of Guideline for Lecturers & Reference Satisfaction of Trainee's Participation & Engagement
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Satisfaction of Lecturer: Discussion Stimulation,

Knowledge, Listening & Presentation Skills

Trainees: Understanding of Community Issues
through the Knowledge Learnt
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POLITICAL TRAINING CLASS EVALUATION

Satisfaction of Guideline for Lecturers & Reference Materials for Trainees

Week 11: Legal aid and collective action b 95.83
Week 10: Governance system in 5ri Lanka 95.45
Week 9: Policy making and implementation in Sri Lanka 94.55

Week 8: Corruption and bribery 95.56

Week 7: Good Governance and social accountability ! 96.00
Week 6: Economic and social rights 91.82
Week 5: Human rights in post-armed conflict and post-crisis situation 91.00
Week 4: Sri Lanka juridical system and constitution 90.77
Week 3: International human rights system and domestic mechanism 91.82
Week 2: Violence against women and children and forced displacement 91.54
Week 1: Demaocratization in Sri Lanka and concept of human rights 90.63

0.00 10.00 20.00 30.00 40.00 50.00 60.00 70.00 80.00 90.00 100.00

Satisfaction: Lecturers vs. Trainees
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=== Satisfaction of Trainee's Participation & Engagement

Satisfaction of Lecturer: Discussion Stimulation, Knowledge, Listening & Presentation Skills

Trainees: Knowledge & Capacity for Promoting Youth Political Activism
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==g== nderstanding of How to Promote Youth Political Activism through the Knowledge Learnt

Capacity for Delivering Public Speech related to the Training Subject
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Annex |V: Constitutional Reform

WEB NEWS

Karaitivu Rep, “bL_(h UMpmEnLO6Tm 2 mILes @hm.nbCHasIL 6T LSl HFHUIesnLDLIL
QBTLFLIMET SHeVHGIeMFUITL_6D”,
http://www.karaitivurep.com/%EQ%AE%89%EQ%AE%B3%EQ%AF%ED%EOBAE%AB%EONAE%BE%E0%
AE%IF%EO%AF%EDY%EOBAEY%IF%EO%AFX%E1-
%EO%AEY%OA%EOK%AF%E6%EC%AEYHAFHEONRAF%EDIEOKAEHALNEOKAEYBFHEO%AEY%ISHEO%AEYB
3%EQ%AF%8D/%EOBAE%IS%EOKAEX%IFBEOKAENAS%EOBAF%EDIEOKAE%AL-
%EO%AE%I5%EO0%AEY%BE%EO%AEY%B2-

%EO%AEY%I CHEONAENAIY%EOKAEYBE%EONAEY%AL%EQWNAE%BF%BEOBAENAAYKEONAESKAL%EOCWNAES
BF-%EO%AE%NAL%EO%NAF%87%EO%AE%BOBEO%AF%ED%EOBAE%RAL/, 2 July 2017.

TV PROGRAMME

Sri Lanka Rupavahini Corporation, http://www.rupavahini.lk/main-news/sinhala-news/16094-2017-
07-24.html, 24 July 2017.

RADIO PROGRAMME

Radio Gagana, “@cwe »»8d; 6 oBe® D_wtdedmd 85ym0 868",
http://www.radiogagana.com/2017/07/25/%E0%B6%B6%E0%B6%BD%EQ0%B6%BA-
%EQ0%B6%AD%E0%B7%84%E0%B7%80%E0%B7%94%E0%B6%BB%E0%B7%94-
%E0%B6%9A%E0%B6%BB-
%E0%B6%9C%E0%B7%90%E0%B6%B1%E0%B7%93%E0%B6%B8%E0%B7%9A-
%EQ%B7%30%E0%B7%SA%E2%80%SD%E0%BE%BA/, 25 July 2017.



http://www.karaitivurep.com/%E0%AE%89%E0%AE%B3%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%A8%E0%AE%BE%E0%AE%9F%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%9F%E0%AF%81-%E0%AE%9A%E0%AF%86%E0%AE%AF%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%BF%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%B3%E0%AF%8D/%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%9F%E0%AE%A8%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%A4-%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%BE%E0%AE%B2-%E0%AE%9C%E0%AE%A9%E0%AE%BE%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%BF%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%BF-%E0%AE%A4%E0%AF%87%E0%AE%B0%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%A4/
http://www.karaitivurep.com/%E0%AE%89%E0%AE%B3%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%A8%E0%AE%BE%E0%AE%9F%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%9F%E0%AF%81-%E0%AE%9A%E0%AF%86%E0%AE%AF%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%BF%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%B3%E0%AF%8D/%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%9F%E0%AE%A8%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%A4-%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%BE%E0%AE%B2-%E0%AE%9C%E0%AE%A9%E0%AE%BE%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%BF%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%BF-%E0%AE%A4%E0%AF%87%E0%AE%B0%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%A4/
http://www.karaitivurep.com/%E0%AE%89%E0%AE%B3%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%A8%E0%AE%BE%E0%AE%9F%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%9F%E0%AF%81-%E0%AE%9A%E0%AF%86%E0%AE%AF%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%BF%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%B3%E0%AF%8D/%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%9F%E0%AE%A8%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%A4-%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%BE%E0%AE%B2-%E0%AE%9C%E0%AE%A9%E0%AE%BE%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%BF%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%BF-%E0%AE%A4%E0%AF%87%E0%AE%B0%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%A4/
http://www.karaitivurep.com/%E0%AE%89%E0%AE%B3%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%A8%E0%AE%BE%E0%AE%9F%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%9F%E0%AF%81-%E0%AE%9A%E0%AF%86%E0%AE%AF%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%BF%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%B3%E0%AF%8D/%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%9F%E0%AE%A8%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%A4-%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%BE%E0%AE%B2-%E0%AE%9C%E0%AE%A9%E0%AE%BE%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%BF%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%BF-%E0%AE%A4%E0%AF%87%E0%AE%B0%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%A4/
http://www.rupavahini.lk/main-news/sinhala-news/16094-2017-07-24.html
http://www.radiogagana.com/2017/07/25/%E0%B6%B6%E0%B6%BD%E0%B6%BA-%E0%B6%AD%E0%B7%84%E0%B7%80%E0%B7%94%E0%B6%BB%E0%B7%94-%E0%B6%9A%E0%B6%BB-%E0%B6%9C%E0%B7%90%E0%B6%B1%E0%B7%93%E0%B6%B8%E0%B7%9A-%E0%B7%80%E0%B7%8A%E2%80%8D%E0%B6%BA/
http://www.rupavahini.lk/main-news/sinhala-news/16094-2017-07-24.html
http://www.radiogagana.com/2017/07/25/%E0%B6%B6%E0%B6%BD%E0%B6%BA-%E0%B6%AD%E0%B7%84%E0%B7%80%E0%B7%94%E0%B6%BB%E0%B7%94-%E0%B6%9A%E0%B6%BB-%E0%B6%9C%E0%B7%90%E0%B6%B1%E0%B7%93%E0%B6%B8%E0%B7%9A-%E0%B7%80%E0%B7%8A%E2%80%8D%E0%B6%BA/
http://www.karaitivurep.com/%E0%AE%89%E0%AE%B3%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%A8%E0%AE%BE%E0%AE%9F%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%9F%E0%AF%81-%E0%AE%9A%E0%AF%86%E0%AE%AF%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%BF%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%B3%E0%AF%8D/%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%9F%E0%AE%A8%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%A4-%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%BE%E0%AE%B2-%E0%AE%9C%E0%AE%A9%E0%AE%BE%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%BF%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%BF-%E0%AE%A4%E0%AF%87%E0%AE%B0%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%A4/
http://www.radiogagana.com/2017/07/25/%E0%B6%B6%E0%B6%BD%E0%B6%BA-%E0%B6%AD%E0%B7%84%E0%B7%80%E0%B7%94%E0%B6%BB%E0%B7%94-%E0%B6%9A%E0%B6%BB-%E0%B6%9C%E0%B7%90%E0%B6%B1%E0%B7%93%E0%B6%B8%E0%B7%9A-%E0%B7%80%E0%B7%8A%E2%80%8D%E0%B6%BA/
http://www.radiogagana.com/2017/07/25/%E0%B6%B6%E0%B6%BD%E0%B6%BA-%E0%B6%AD%E0%B7%84%E0%B7%80%E0%B7%94%E0%B6%BB%E0%B7%94-%E0%B6%9A%E0%B6%BB-%E0%B6%9C%E0%B7%90%E0%B6%B1%E0%B7%93%E0%B6%B8%E0%B7%9A-%E0%B7%80%E0%B7%8A%E2%80%8D%E0%B6%BA/
http://www.karaitivurep.com/%E0%AE%89%E0%AE%B3%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%A8%E0%AE%BE%E0%AE%9F%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%9F%E0%AF%81-%E0%AE%9A%E0%AF%86%E0%AE%AF%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%BF%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%B3%E0%AF%8D/%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%9F%E0%AE%A8%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%A4-%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%BE%E0%AE%B2-%E0%AE%9C%E0%AE%A9%E0%AE%BE%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%BF%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%BF-%E0%AE%A4%E0%AF%87%E0%AE%B0%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%A4/
http://www.karaitivurep.com/%E0%AE%89%E0%AE%B3%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%A8%E0%AE%BE%E0%AE%9F%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%9F%E0%AF%81-%E0%AE%9A%E0%AF%86%E0%AE%AF%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%BF%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%B3%E0%AF%8D/%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%9F%E0%AE%A8%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%A4-%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%BE%E0%AE%B2-%E0%AE%9C%E0%AE%A9%E0%AE%BE%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%BF%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%BF-%E0%AE%A4%E0%AF%87%E0%AE%B0%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%A4/
http://www.radiogagana.com/2017/07/25/%E0%B6%B6%E0%B6%BD%E0%B6%BA-%E0%B6%AD%E0%B7%84%E0%B7%80%E0%B7%94%E0%B6%BB%E0%B7%94-%E0%B6%9A%E0%B6%BB-%E0%B6%9C%E0%B7%90%E0%B6%B1%E0%B7%93%E0%B6%B8%E0%B7%9A-%E0%B7%80%E0%B7%8A%E2%80%8D%E0%B6%BA/
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